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P R E V I E W

Examine the Outline of the U.S. Constitution. Then 
answer these questions in your notebook:
1. What observations can you make about the way 

the framers organized the Constitution?
2. Which branch of government did the framers give  

the greatest number of specific (expressed) powers 
to? What might be some reasons for that? 

3. What inferences can you make about how the  
framers intended to distribute power within the  
federal government? 

 
Sections 1 and 2 

Read Sections 1 and 2. Then do the following:
1. Create this diagram in your notebook. In your 

diagram, clearly explain the purpose of each of the 
three main parts of the Constitution. Then list an 
example from the Constitution that illustrates the 
purpose of each part.

2. Explain the difference between enumerated and 
implied powers and describe how the Constitution 
establishes both.

3. Discuss why each branch of government has a 
different set of responsibilities and powers. List at 
least two powers of each branch.

4. Describe the most common method of amending 
the U.S. Constitution.

The United States Constitution

How and why did the framers distribute power in the Constitution?

As you complete the Reading Notes, use these 
terms in your answers:

due process
republican government
checks and balances
federalism

independent judiciary
strict construction
loose construction
judicial review

V o c a b u l a r y  T e r m s R E A D I N G  N O T E S

Constitution

Preamble
Purpose: 

Example:

Amendments
Purpose: 

Example:

Articles
Purpose: 

Example:
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Section 3 

1. Create the following table in your notebook. 
Complete the first three columns by listing each 
guiding principle, creating a simple illustration to 
represent it, and briefly explaining it in your own 
words.

  Guiding Principles of the Constitution

Principle

Symbol 
or Simple 
Illustration

Brief 
Explanation

Example 
from the 
Constitution

2. Read Section 3, and identify at least one place in 
the Constitution that illustrates each principle. 
In the fourth column of your table, give the exact 
location in the Constitution as well as the exact 
text that exemplifies each principle.

Section 4 

Read Section 4, and then do the following:
1. Explain the difference between strict and loose 

construction of the Constitution.
2. On a page in your notebook, complete the table 

below for the three landmark cases discussed in 
the section.
• Enter the case’s name and the year it was de-

cided.
• List two or three main facts of the case.
• Write a short summary of the Supreme Court’s 

decision.
• Describe the significance of the decision in 

terms of its effects on the government and on 
the interpretation of the Constitution.

Three Landmark Court Cases

Name and 
Date of  
the Case

Facts of  
the Case

Summary  
of the  
Decision

Significance 
of the  
Decision

 
The framers developed the U.S. Constitution more 
than 200 years ago with the hope that it would remain 
relevant and effective for future generations. One 
way they sought to accomplish that was through the 
provisions of Article V, which spell out how the 
Constitution can be changed.

In recent years, Congress has fielded many proposals 
for changes to the Constitution, including the follow-
ing: 
• Requiring the federal government to balance the  

national budget
• Restricting the amount of money that can be spent 

during national electoral campaigns
• Abolishing the Electoral College and having the 

president and vice president elected by pop ular 
vote 

• Lowering the age restriction for public offices such 
as senator and representative

• Repealing the Twenty-second Amendment, which 
sets presidential term limits

• Guaranteeing all citizens access to quality health 
care

If you had the opportunity to change the Constitu-
tion in one way in order to improve it, what would 
you propose? In a short paragraph, explain your 
proposal and discuss why you think the Constitution 
will be a stronger, better document with this change.

P R O C E S S I N G
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_____________________: We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general 
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United States of America.

Outline of the U.S. Constitution

Use these terms to fill in the blanks on the outline of the Constitution above.
Judicial branch Provisions for amendment Relations among states  Amendments
Legislative branch Ratification of the Constitution Preamble Bill of Rights 
Executive branch Public debts, supremacy of 
    national law, oaths

Article I: ________________________________
Section 1 Congress
Section 2 House of Representatives
Section 3 Senate
Section 4 Elections and meetings
Section 5 Legislative proceedings
Section 6 Compensation, immunities, 
  and disabilities of members
Section 7 Revenue bills, presidential veto
Section 8 Powers of Congress
Section 9 Powers denied to Congress
Section 10 Powers denied to the states

Article II: ________________________________
Section 1 President: term, election,  
  qualifications, compensation, 
  oath of office
Section 2 President’s powers and duties
Section 3 President’s powers and duties
Section 4 Impeachment 

Article III: _______________________________
Section 1 Courts, terms of office
Section 2 Jurisdiction
Section 3 Treason

Article IV: _______________________________
Section 1 Full faith and credit
Section 2 Privileges and immunities of 
  citizens
Section 3 New states, territories
Section 4 Protection afforded to states by 
  the nation

Article V: ________________________________

Article VI: _______________________________
Clause 1 Validity of debts
Clause 2 Supremacy of national law
Clause 3 Oaths of office

Article VII: _______________________________

____________________________________: Protection of individual rights 

____________________________________: Formal changes to the Constitution


